c/o Stuart Mosher 
Smithsonian Institution 
Washington 25, D.C. 

30 Jan. 1951. 


Dear Mr. Neman: 

When you published the Fug^o Cent varieties in the Jan. 19h9 Coin ^oll. 
Journal, you said that (among other things) you would appreciate information 
relating to any unlistedgdies or mulings. I trust that this still holds good, 
and that the presence of such discoveries may pardon my intrusion. 

By courtesy of Mr. Mosher, I have spent considerable time on the National 
Collect! (formerly the Mint Collection), 'and can report the following Fugios 
including this one new die which ought to be published (if indeed it has not been 
reported to you before): 

191U Mint Catalogue, #h9, lists your pattern 1-CC in copper—missing. 

Of the regular issue: 

I 3 -X. Two specimens. (Incidentally, this seems to be one of the commonest.) 

Obv. new. Rev. B, cracked as described. 

Obv. described: Center of ornament over center of I. Answers most of the 
descriptions for obv. 11 , but the following will make the differentiation 
clear: (1) 8 open at top, as in Obv. 10. (2) FU too close. ( 3 ) Both U's 
recut at rt. top. (U) E in BUSINESS low, and the rt. top of N is high. 

(5) Il5|: M12-|: H 6 ^-: M6 . No diecracks observed on this obverse. 

In accessions to the collection, not on display: 

&-B; I 3 -R (two specimens); 15-X and 18-U. 


Double-checking on the above new obverse has failed to prove that it is like 
anything you have described, and I feel justified in reporting it as unlisted, 
and woirfch your notice. I wonder, incidentally, if any other new dies (or mulings) 
have been reported? If so, would it be asking too much to hear about them? It 
would seem that this series has been unduly neglected—even since your publication— 
and that it is a shame if we can’t even find all the dies Crosby knew. I have 
never seen an auction catalogue that listed Fugios by your numbers; yet it would 
appear that some varieties are quite rare and worth well over catalogue, besides 
the famous 11-A, especially if anything can be judged by Mr. Boyd’s specimens 
being so worn. In differentiating between like obverses I also use by way of a 
check the position of the round ball-like ornaments on base over the letters 0U 
in YOUR, these being subject to considerable variation. 


About Fugio patterns, I’m wondering what happened to the others which appeared 
in the Whitman sale, catalogued by Chapmans (Aug. 1893)* Some of those you list 
undoubtedly were the Whitman specimens, said to be from Bushnell’s collection. 

Besides those you list r recall thatACrosby mentioned a silv er impression of your, 

~101-AA, from Francis Hoffman coll, (sold 1866) to Dr. E.Maris and (later) T.bl.Oarrett. 

(2) 101-BB. Silver in Whitman sale reported as l5Ui grains, copper 137 grains, 
brass 128| grains. ( 3 ) 101-EE also reported silver l5o| grains, copper liilf grains! 
(ll) Whitman’s 103-EE in silver 135 grains, brass 125^ grains. I don't think the 
Chapman brothers were so mistaken on the compositions of these. But where then 
are the specimens today? or are they fakes? speculation in a void. 


A little more insight on the patterns might be tbtannd by rereading Crosby's 
discussion of the hub impressions in Amer. Jour, of Numismatics for Jan. 1902, p.76 
and following; the pieces there were in Dr. Hall collection, and so far I haven't 
heard any more of them. (I have no cop;y of the article at hand.) It may be there, 
for instance, that the presence or absence of UNITED * STATES * on the central ring 
of your Rev^EE is decided. Again, one other thing you might have mentioned: trom 
the few impressions I have seen/ Obv. 5 resembles the pattern obv. 103 and no other 



die of this series, in having the extra large ornaments outside the sundial; 
this shows (though weakly) on your plate, and I seem to recall its being true 
in a couple of old auction catalogues that illustrated this piece. I have 
never seen any actual impression from this die. 

May I ppint otft that Revs. AA-BB-CC probably came fron the same hub but all 
could not be alterations of the same COIIIAGJE die, except that Rev. BB could 
be and probably IS the same die as AA with the eye added. Also that if the 
hub had any lettering on it at all, the AMERICAN • CONGRESS r probably wasn't 
part of it, judging by the variation in position of those words on the central 
rings. (Rev. CC has AMERICAN on top.) This too might have been deoiled by 
Crosby’s discussion of the hub impressions. 

In closing, may I express a hope that the above will have sufficient 
relevance to merit a little investigation, and that these ne’-b few months will 
perhaps be marked by the discovery of the remaining new varieties which Crosby 
indicated to exist. May I hear from you? 


Respectfully, 
Jyjaitcv- 


Walter Breen. 


February 6, 1951 


Mr. Walter green 
C/o Stuart Mosher 
Smithson an Institution 
Washington 25, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Breen: 

I was delighted to receive your letter of January 30, 1951, and will 
be glad to study all the questions you have raised. 

Off-hand I wish to advise you that pattern 1-C.C. is actually the 
same as 102 C.C. and is mentioned in copper in my article. I should 
have made that clearer. 

I definitely wish to obtain a picture of the new obverse which you have 
found. Is it possible for you to have a photostatic enlargement taken 
or you can send it to the American Humismatic Society for a photograph 
or perhaps Smithsonian is able to stake a photograph of it. A diffused 
soft light and a black background seems to be the best way to picture 
these coins. 

I have received information concerning one new die and one new combin¬ 
ation but I have been waiting to examine a very important collection 
which is not available to me and where, I am advised, certain ad¬ 
ditional items will be found. 

As you realize, this subject was very neglected and I had to tackle 
it cold. I am surprised that more new varieties were not turned up 
bat as soon as I get further information I can revise the entire 
article and re-publish it, I shall certainly welcome any research 
or help which you might give me. I will certainly give further con¬ 
sideration to the position of the balls in the design of -he base 
relative to the lettering. I have a number of these distinguishing 
points which I rejected in favor of the use of the capital "I" but I am 
still not satisfied that I have found the best basis for distinguishing 
the obverse. 

Please let me hear from you again with respect to this and any other 
research you do on early American coinage. 

Are you connected with the Smithsonian Institution or are you merely 
helping Mr. Mosher? 


EPNewmanjatb 


Sincerely yours. 


>//o )s" / 


c/o Stuart Mosher 
Smithsonian Institution 
Wadiingtbn 25 > D.C. 


Dear Mr. Merman: 

Glad to hear fr m you. Your letter just reached me today. 

In answer to the questions you asked, nay I say that I have no 
photographic equipment available to me in Washington, but that there 
are two very definite possibilities for getting this presumable new 
obverse published. One is the fact that I anticipate some photographic, 
work to be done in the not too distant future which will end in publirv i g 
a number of coins fren the Mint Cabinet, via illustrations in The NWAISMAlIbi. 
The second is the quite large possibility of a new catalogue of the Mint 
Cabinet bein out out, extensively illustrated, by the Smithsonian. In 
either event'I will make a point of letting you have a photograph of the 
new obverse plus any others you require. I note that a great many of the 
Fugios on your plate do not show up well and appear to be worn, even of 
what seem to be the commoner varieties; several of those I listed to you, 
including this new variety, are quite sharp—near Ma it State. —There is 
also a chance (too nebulous to say for sure) that Homer Downing may arrange 
to have certain of the large cents photographed that are in the same collec 
Tliis is because quite a number of rarities and unlisted varieties (especially 
in the later dates, 1816-57) are to be found there, none being illustrated 
in Newcomb. If the chance materializes before these other things do—you 
know how slow government, isl—I will try to arrange for photography of fchis 
new obverse. 

What I would like to see would bo a collaboration between you (for the 
die varieties and paTTEerns) and Damon Douglas (for the history), published 
as a Monograph or Numismatic Study by AHS. I haven't talked to Mr. D. about 
it, but i doubt that hewould be too much against it. The idea would bo to 
advance this ANS project of bringing Crosby up to date (recall Mr. Noe's 
excellent works on the Massachusetts silver) and gradually put out a corpus 
of Early American coins, perhaps as definitive as the late Victor Emmanuel"' s 
on the Italian, and certainly benefited by Mr, N< —and others—' bringing in 
the methods of Greek numismatics. The reason for a collaboration being 
stressed would be to save the trouble of having two books published where 
one could handle the whole t ing—witness Crosby on the 1793 copper coma * . 

I realize your pattern 1-CC is same as 102-CC. But I merely meant to 
drop for convenience the duplicate designation 102 for the same die, depending 
of course whether the obv. should be strictly called a regular die muled once 
with a pattern reversd of a PATTERN obverse muled with three reg. reverses. 

Sorry I was unclear. 

I'll be g|ad to help in any way I can. Just name your series and your 
questions^ everything from Mass, silver to Mint issues including pattern £: 
vinr^l experimental pieces. I have done intensive research on all of these during 

the past several years, and particularly since 1950. Right now I'm only doing 
unofficial help at the Smithsonian with Mr. Mosher—attributing all the American 
issues in the Sint Cabinet, doing a litt3£ in The NUMISMATIST, othep^hings of 
the kind. My real assignment in Washington is digging up material on the same 
oo% UNPUB 1131 IDin the National Archives, and I have amassed an enormous quantity of data, 
in the brief month and a half I've been here. This will be available for 
answering ; our questions if you wish—provided that answers exist'. 

Regards, 


<7V£^ 
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July 17, 1951 


Mr. Walter Breen 
C/o Stuart Mosher 
Smithsonian Institutioh 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear Mr.Breen: 

Earlier this year we had some correspondence withrespect to 
Fugio Cents in the cabinet of the Smithsonian Institution, and 
you described to me a new obverse. You indicated that you 
would try to get me a picture the njext time photographs were 
taken of other materials and 1 have been waiting in hope that 
I would receive such a picture. 

In the meantime, I am wondering if you would be kind enough to 
send me a more complete descri'tion of the obverse. You have 
indicated that it is very similar to obverse 11 and answers most 
of its description and I am wondering whether the center cross 
piece of the "E" slants down or does the second "S" in "BUSINESS” 
tilt right. You also indicated that the right top of each ”U” 
is double cut and I want to make sure that you mean the ”U" in 
"YOUR” and the ”U” in "BUSINESS”. You have also indicated that 
the right top of the "N" is high and I am wondering whether 
that is the "N" in "MIND" or the "N" in "BUSINESS" as I assume 
it is the "N" in "MIND". Please let me know the position of 
both the base and the top of this "N" with respect to the ad¬ 
jacent letters. Likewise, you indicate the "E" is low and I 
would like to know whether both the base and the top of the "E" 
is low as compared to the adjacent letters. 

If you are not, at the present time, in the Smithsonian Insti¬ 
tution, perhaps you could turn this letter over to some one who 
could readily get this information. 

Thank you for your cooperation. 


Very truly yours, 


EPNjatb 


SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 
UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM 

WASHINGTON 25. D. C. 

July 19,1951 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
Edison Brothers Stores Inc., 
315 Washington Avenue 
St. Louis, Mo. 


Dear Mr. Newman: 

This acknowledges yours of July 17, addressed jointly 
to Walter Breen and myself. Walter has not visited the 
Museum for several months and I do not know when I will 
see him again. 

Being aware of your interest in Fugio coppers I am taking 
the liberty of submitting the piece which Walter believes 
to be an unlisted obverse variety. 

You may thus examine this at your leisure and return it 
at your convenience. 

Walter Breen, though very young, is a very observing nu- 
matist. Until he visited here last winter he was not aware 
that you had had an article published on Fugios. I brought 
it to his attention and he discovered the enclosed piece in 
very short order. 

In the event you wish further information on the coins in 
the National Numismatic Collections I should be very glad 
to furnish it. 


Cordially yours, 



Associate Curator of 
Numismatics 


July 27, 1951 


Mr. Stuart Mosher, 

Associate Curator of Numismatics 
Smithsonian Institution 
United States National Museum 
Washington 25, D.C. 

Dear Sir: 

Receipt is acknowledged of your letter of July 19, 
1951, regarding the Fugio coppers. 

Mr. Newman is on vacation at present and I will 
bring your letter to his attention upon his return 
to the city. 


Very truly yours, 


Secretary to* 
Eric P. Newman 


\ 


atb 


August 16, 1951 


Mr. Stuart Mosher 
Associate Curator of Numismatics 
Smithsonian Institution 
United States National Museum 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Mosher: 

Although I never have had the opportunity of meeting you, 
your knowledge and interest in numismatics makes me feel close 
to you. I have, for 25 years, been a sincere numismatist - 
lacking only the desire to go to Coin Conventions. I certainly 
will come to see you the next time I am in Washington. 

The Fugio cent which you sent to me in your letter of July 19, 
1951 is Newman 11{B) and is not a new variety as Walter Breen 
thought it might be. The photographs with ray article possibly 
should have been larger so that this would be readily notice¬ 
able, however, I am appreciative of anybody trying.to find new 
varieties as there must be others. Frankly, I am astounded 
at the fact that the Fugio cent, being the first United States 
copoer issued, is not respected in the minds of numismatists 
as other than a colonial coin. I am returning the coin you 
sent me herewith• 

Tour statement that you would furnish me with information of 
other coins in the National collection is very much appreciated 
and I should like to have information with respect to an article 
I am working on regarding imitation British halfpence made in 
America. These are the coppers with Georgius III Rex on the 
obverse and Brittania and the date on the reverse. I am prin¬ 
cipally interested in seeing any coins of that nature which 
you have dated between 1776 and 1766. I have assembled a 
number of varieties and and trying to tie the dies together 
in style as well as mulings to prove that the activities at 
Machin's Mills, in Nswburg, New York, were principally making 
imitation English halfpence while they were waiting for author¬ 
ity to coin coppers for New York. Would you be kind enough to 
see what there is in the National collection along this line? 


Page 2 

Mr. Stuart Mosher 


August 16, 1951 


You might look in the Connecticut and Vermont cents only as 
certain of these, as you know, have mulings of British dies 
such as Ryder 13 and 31 of Vermont and 17«S reverse D of 
Connecticut. 

Thanks again for your cooperation. 


Sincerely yours, 


EPNjatb 


Enel. 


DAMON G. DOUGLAS COMPANY 

INC. 

General Contractors and builders 

Griffith Building, 605 Broad Street, Newark 2, New Jersey 
MARKET 2- 
4 4 2 3 


September 4, 1951 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis 5, Missouri 

Dear Eric:- 


Mr. Noe has referred to me the paragraph of 
your letter to him of August 16 regarding the Fugio’s. 
I think it is swell of you to offer your help in 
connection with the proposed monograph. 

Editor Sawyer Mosser tells me that he expects 
to be ready to start work on the job within the next 
month or two and I am wondering when you expect to 
be East again. 

I’m sure that the three of us could spend 
an interesting hour or so together that would result 
in plans to considerably improve the value of the 
Society’s publication. 

Looking forward to seeing you again, I remain 
Sincerely yours, 

DAMON G. DOUGLAS 

DGD:RN 

CC: Sydney P. Noe 
Sawyer Mosser 


September 22, 1952 


toils on Press 

175 Varick Street 

New York City, New York 

Gentle men * 

You sent me, at the instruction of Wayte Raymond, 

10 copies of the publication which I wrote for 
him, the 1776 Continental Currency Coinage . I 
would like to have 15 additional copies which he 
will, of course, approve. 

I am very disappointed in plates 2 and 3 on pages 
19 and 20 as they are much too black and inferior 
to the page proofs which you previously sent me. 

I am wondering if you can run off a few proofs 
of these pages in which the pictures show up better 
so that I can substitute them in my copies. Perhaps 
on other oopies of the publication pages 19 and 20 
were very much improved and if that is so, merely 
send me a few extra copies of the later printing. 
Would you also be kind enough to return the original 
mounted photographs to me. 

I sincerely appreciate your kindness and cooperation. 


Sincerely yours, 


EPN/atb 
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November 6, 1952 


Dr. John Evans 

Veterans Hospital 

San Fernando, California 

Dear Doctor Evans: 

Tour inquiry to the Coin Collector^ Journal 
concerning your one-third dollar has been 
sent to me. 

I will be glad to give you its value if you 
wish to send me the item or give me a better 
description of it. The date of July 5, 1776 
is probably not correct unless it is written 
in ink and I wish you would check the item 
again. 


Sincerely yours, 


EPN/atb 


Box 193, N.Y.C. 36. 
Christmas Day '52. 


Dear Mr. Yeoman, 

Thanks for the cony of the Guidebook. It looks excellent at first sight, 
and is much appreciated. 

Nevertheless, I thought I'd let you know about a few unfortunate contretemps 
before someone reviews this edition and excoriates vou for then;. PartTciiar- 
ly when I was in part responsible for the changes in the book leading to 
these.mishaps. 

First, the treatment of the FLJGIOS contains two rather serious slips. 

(1) The type Club Rays, rounded ends, should have had the regular Club Rays 
price added. It is rare, to be sure; but there are enough sa3.es records to 
justify Values As in the 5th Edition. 

(2) STATES UNITED. All the conmon types have cinquefoils on label. The type 
table should reads 

STATES UNITED at sides of circle. Cinquefoils on label.. . 

2.00 U.50 12.50 

Ditto. Eight-nointed stars on label. R n re 
Ditto. Label with raised rims, etc. Rare 

Obv. No cinquefoils. Cross after date. Rev. UNITED STATES. Rare. 

Etc. 

I can now give you the relative rarities, via correspondence and a sight of the 
Douglas monograph. 

CLUB RAYS: Concave ends, FUCIO. Unique. 

Concave ends, FUGIO. Ex. rare. 

Round ends. Usual price for club rays. 

POINTED RAYS: UNITED above STATES. Unc . only, $100. 

UNITED STATES at sides. As is. 

STATES UNITED at sides. Cinquefoils. As is. 

STATES UNITE''. Eight-pointed stars. Rare. 

STATES UNITED. Concentric circles, etc. Ex. rare. 

Obv. without cinquefoils; cross after date. UNITED STATES. Very rare. 

STATES UNITED. Very rare. 

Concentric circles. Ex. rare. 

Conner pattern. Same obv.; rev. AMERICAN CONGRESS, etc. as illustrated. Ejcrare... 

U/GEL} 5 k jurti 

Next, the LiAIF CENTS. (Incidentally, do you know where is the 1795 that you ,^/i^ 

illustrate? This piece I want to get a photo, of for the plate in the Half Cent^£ 

book. It looks like the Mills coin, which was elsewhere called a proof, and is 
one of the 2 or 3 finest known.) 

1005. Small 5, stems« I will pay double catalogue for every one you can get me. 

It is twice as rare as the I806 small 6, stems. 

1831. Re strike. Reverse of 1836. This is vrorth over $30. I think that you may 
have had this confused with the 1852 restrike, which last is common and brings $li0 
to $65. The prices would be more accurately stated thus: 


1831. 

Orig.i nal. 

$110 


1831. 

Restrike. 

Large berries, rev. of 1836. 

$85. 

1831. 

Restrike. 

Sncil 1 berries, rev. of 1852. 

$125, 

1836. 

Original. 

$110. 

$125, 

1836 . 

Restrike} 

small berries, rev. of 1852. 

1852 . 

Restrike. 

$75* 



1857 is a bargain at $30, for a proof. 




Large Gents: I do not quite see hew you get a wav vi »*, ‘/a 

restrike at $5 in fine; th<s coin almost always cc • s one . with rrcc fitlce' 
surface. 

The 1P.Q3 lg. Date, Small fraction, is for all practical -ureses unob'.aunable 
in fine. A dash would hotter express its valuation. It is certainly much 
rarer above VG than is the If 3 small letters. The basal va.1 ue or. the 1&03 
{3 -26h) is going it to about ' or more in the Supplement, precisely be c aure 

ail but about three or four specimens of the 16 or 10 known are in Good or worse, 
and those offered have brought ' -ell ov.-r $6 per unit of condition consi st on tly 
in th( fev 11 . Tne Downing piec is an example in point. $27 for one 

barely in condition 4 and nicked, is well over book value; an-; this coin went V 
to a ~ealer whe would certainly not sell it at any peanut profi • . 

Dollars: 1851, 18^2. I will buy at fun catalogue or more every unc . onejyou 
can find, ant congratulate myself.on a bargain. 

1838. Thi r° were far from 300 made of the variety with stars on reverse . It is 
the rarest of all Gobrechts vb thout exception, when it has a reeded edge; and is 
nearly as rare with plain edge. 

Private Gold: The Moffat $1U.2S' i nrc t and the Bechtler mule apnear to be 
legitimate (though th- Bechtler mule, from its fabric, seems to be a restrlke 
male by August fpom one of his father's old rusty dies combined with one of 
his own). However, I am. afraid that cutting in the Kellogg- Hews ton ingot was 
a .little premature. See Adams, Private tield, which .you allude to on p.221. 

Adams savs that Kellogg entered in to a partnership with one John Heuston (sic) 
Jr., after the Kell.ogg-Humbert partnership was dissolved. This partner^ in 
would have been the logical source of the 5h9.$0 ingot illustrated. I believe 
that Adams’s snelling Heuston is an error, for there are letters in the Archives 
*if memorv from this firm (shipping gold to the mint, etc.) which give the none as Hews tort.* 

erves. It will therefore be ven- difficult to establish that the $li9. t >0 ingot could 

have been struck before i860. 
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February 2$, 19 53 


Mr. Damon Douglas 
75 Prospect Street 
East Orange, New Jersey 

Dear Mr. Douglas: 

I was recently in the A.N.S.talking to Mr. Miles and Mr. 

Clark about writing up certain new information I have ac¬ 
quired with respect to the Machin's Mill Mint and they sug¬ 
gested that I get in touch with you. 

You will recall that I already have pictures of the imi¬ 
tation halfpence which you had a few years ago and perhaps 
you have discovered some new ones of American origin. 

I have determined the 17lt7 imitations are of American orig¬ 
in and have found a 1776 which is definitely of American 
origin. I also have a new variety of the 1787 and a lot of 
other interesting facts which I believe ought to be presented. 

I am wondering whether you have any information on the Machin’s 
Mill Mint which I may not be familiar with. I propose to 
use a picture of the original partnership agreement but 
have very little in the way of history to include. You will 
recall you published a letter dated 1781* which indicated the 
secrecy in proposed coining operations and it is entirely 
possible that this was the beginning of the Machin's Mill 
idea even though Mould got a franchise on his own for New 
Jersey. Could you give me any information which you might 
have uncovered and I will be most appreciative. 

I see in the index of Numismatic Literature that you published 
an article on the New Jersey copper cents in the New Jersey 
Historical Society and I would like to obtain a copy. Would 
it be possible for you to send me one or have the New Jersey 
Historical Society send me one and I shall, of course, be 
glad to pay the cost. 


Mr. Damon Douglas 
East Orange, New Jersey 


February 2$, 1953 


I am endeavoring to get Norman Bryant to publish pictures 
of all varieties of Connecticut cents and I believe it 
will be a very helpful edition. If you know him you might 
encourage him too. 

My very kindest personal regards. 


Sincere ly. 


EPN/atb 


May 13, 19 53 


Mr. Damon Douglas 
?5 Prospect Street 
East Orange, New Jersey 

Dear Mr. Douglass 

I received a letter from Bill Clark, of the American 
Numismatic Society, that you did a great deal of re¬ 
search on the Atlees and I am wondering what inform¬ 
ation you discovered with respect to them. 

I am working up an article on the Kachin's Mills coin¬ 
age and previously wrote you on February 25 as to whether 
you had any information which you might give me. T know 
how difficult it is to keep up with correspondence when 
you are busy doing other things but I would be very 
appreciative if you could give me such data as you might 
have . 

I have discovered a 1776 imitation. British halfpence 
which was made with the bust hub and the seated figure 
hub used on practically all the Vermont coins. I believe 
this coin is the first imitation produced at Machin's 
Mills and was produced in 1786. The letter punches are 
identical to a Connecticut coin of 1786. The coin came 
out of the Fairfield County hoard and I will gladly send 
you a picture of it if you wish. 

I am wondering if you know anything about James Greer, one 
of the partners in the Machin's Mills enterprise. I would 
be interested in knowing his profession or business. I am 
somewhat puzzled by the reference in the partnership con¬ 
tract of Mr. Samuel Atlee being referred to as Porter 
Brewer and wonder if you have given that problem any 
thought • 

Won't you help me on the information concerning the Atlees 
and anything else which you might have on Machin's Mills. 

Sincerely yours. 


EPN/atb 


July 13, 1953 


Mr. S. J. Theisen 
96 Hillcrest Terrace 
East Orange, New Jersey 

Dear Sir* 

I read your inquiry concerning S. G. Fecit 
in the Numismatist and suggest that you read 
the article I wrote on Continental Dollars 
which is obtainable from Wayte Raymond and 
which describes all of the varlties in detail. 

There is only one die containing "E.0.Fecit M $ 
however, if you get any information on who 
"E.O." is, that would be of great interest 
to all of us. 


Sincerely yours. 


EPN/atb 



for initial information as to the AUTHOR of 
this design and his own 
interpretation thereof 

The author of this design is still unknown. 

There is no authentic interpretation of the design 
known to this date. 

The design originally appeared on the Continental 
Fractional Currency (One Third of a Dollar) Feb. 

17, 1776. 

Why did the Committee consisting of William 
Pierce (Georgia); John Kean (South Carolina), and 
Samuel Holton (Massachusetts), in their report to 
Congress July 6th, 1787 approve this design for 
the nation's first coin? 

(Jaurnal ft Cent. Cengr.n, Vet. XXXII, Pag* 303) 

FUGIO CENT 

First Coin of the United States. Authorized 
by Congress July 6, 1787 

REWARD WILL DEPEND UPON THE AUTHENTICITY OF CLAIM BEING CONFIRMED BY LIBRARY OF 
CONGRESS. OFFER OF REWARD (S250.00) open until October 24, 1957 

Having; searched some years for the author and his interpretation of the design we have been unable to uncover any evidence leading 
thereto. Search was made at the National Archives, the Library of Congress, and thru historical works without avail. 

There are conjectural interpretations, but none are authentic. The most common is that “Time flies, therefore Mind Your Business”. 
This interpretation does not fit in with the serious times which prevailed at the time of the design’s initial appearance during the Re\olu- 
tion, nor while the Founders were forming our Constitution. 

Ha\ing been with the design for many years, our conjectural, unauthenticated interpretation of the design includes the First Com¬ 
mandment; St, Mark 16:19 depicted; Independence and guidance by wisdom of Life of Universe depending upon adherence of a basic func¬ 
tional principle of Life and that the whole design depicts most poignant “instructions” by the Founders of the United States for the “opera¬ 
tion” of the Nation, based upon a basic law of Life for all existence, national or physical. 

Reward will be given to the first person submitting authenticated information as to the author and his interpretation of the design. 

E. J. THEISEN 
96 Hillcrest Ter., East Orange, N. J. 



Yes! After 169 years, we Americans do not know 
the meaning of the design on our nation's first 


of our Founders is depicted on this 


What message 
coin? 


The design was approved and authorized by Con¬ 
gress while the Constitutional Convention was In 
session (May 25 - Sept. 17, 1787). 

Does the design epitomize the Constitution of the 
United States? 



















STATEMENT 


TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 

KNOW, tnat I, Eric P. Newman, Author of 
"The 1776 Continental Currency Coinage Varieties of the 
Fugio Cent”, published by Wayte Raymond, Inc. 1952, have 
reviewed entries submitted by 

1. THOMAS 0. MABBOTT, 

2. FORD R. JENNINGS, 

3. HOWARD HARPER, 

4 . Marianne f. miller, 

5 . herschel p. fink. 

6. M1CHEAL MCQUILLAN 

in a contest for a reward of #250.00 
for initial infoimation as to the author of the design on 
the Fugio Cent, and his own interpretation thereof; 

That, after such review of the entries 
above listed, it is my opinion that none of the entries 
have submitted any authentic evidence specifically indicating 
the author of the design on the Fugio Cent, and that none 
of the entries have submitted any specific evidence of the 
author’s own interpretation of the design; that none of the 
entrants have fulfilled the requirements for the reward. 

Signed: 

Date: _1957. 


Eric P. Newman 






STATMENT 


TO WHOM IT MaY CONCERN: 

MOW, that 1, -Ciric r . Newman, Author of 
"The 1776 Continental currency Coinage Varieties of the 
Fugio cent", published by Wayte Raymond, Inc, 1952, have 
reviewed entries submitted by 

1. THOMAS 0. MaBBOTT, 

2. FORD R. JENNINGS, 

3. HOWARD HaRPER, 

4. MARI ANN E F. MILLER, 

5. HERSCHEL P. FINK, 

6. ivil CHLAL mC quill an 

in a contest for a reward of $250.00 for 
initial information as to the author of the design on the 
Fugio Cent, and his own interpretation thereof; 

That, after such review of the entries above 
listed, it is my opinion that entry submitted by 


contains what appears to be authentic evidence specifically 
indicating the author of the design on the Fugio Cent, in the 
following particulars: 


That such entry likewise specifically shows 
the author*s own interpretation of the design as follows: 


That such entrant fulfilled the requirement 
of the contest and is entitled to the reward of $250.00. 
Date_1957 Signed, 


TrT c. P. Newman 









E. J. THEISEN 
96 HILLCREST TERRACE 
EAST ORANGE, N. J. 


July 18th, 1953. 


Mr. Brie P. .Newman: 

Dear Mr* Bewman: 

Thanks for yours of July 13th advising 
that there is only one die containing "E.G.Fecit". 

We than conclude that the "G" is alike 
on all Continental Dollars. The question arises 
whether this character was intended to be a "G" or 
was it intended to mean another (Greek or Latin) 
letter. 



FUGIO EST VITA 
(Independence of the 
Individual is life) 


I have a copy of your article "The 1776 
Continental Currency coinage" and might say that it 
is interesting reading. My curiosity about the 
"G" in this phrase on the Continental Dollar stems 
from 

1. Would an author of the design or the en¬ 
graver have the temerity to place his ini¬ 
tials - and possibly name - so prominently 
on a coin? 

2. When he used English in the phrase "Mind 
Your Business" why would he use the Latin 
word "Fecit"? If he were so vain as not to 
be concerned with defacing the design with 
his name so prominent, why not the words 
"Made by". 

3. Altho not a student of Latin, my search of 
various Latin Lexicons show that the letter 
"E" usually appeared as abbreviations for 
words and was always accompanied by another 
letter as an abbreviation for another word. 

4. The word "Fecit" preceded by initials or 
characters is common on plaques, tombstones, 
etc. of the Romans, and it was intended to 
convey, roughly, the idea that it was made 
by life; that the plot was to be held sacred 
and not to be violated. 


2 . 


My interest in the Continental Dollar with the phrase 
"E G(?) Fecit” stems from a search as to the real interpre¬ 
tation of the design on the Fugio Cent, 1787. I believe the 
words on the Continental Dollar - and not on the Fugio Cent - 
will clear up the mystery. 

Regret sincerely that I cannot go along with the pre-. 
valent interpretation of the word "Fugio” and "Mind Your Busi¬ 
ness" on the Fugio u ent as well as the Continental Dollar. 

This interpretation, I regret to say (in my opinion) makes 
idiots out of our Founders, and it is of no credit to numis¬ 
matists that the prevalent interpretation has not been 
corrected. 

I have tentatively concluded that what i3 considered 
the letter ”G" in E.G.Fecit, is intended for another charac¬ 
ter or a combination of two characters; that the phrase was 
intended to uphold "Fugio” as independence of the individual. 
The phrase being in the same circle as the word "Fugio" it 
certainly relates to that word. 

Again thanking you for your attention, and assuring 
you that 1 will continue - at leisure - to search for the 
solution, for 1 am convinced it /Is important. 



96 HILLCREST TERRACE 


E. J. THEISEN 


THE FUGIO CENT 
OUR FIRST COIN 



May 25, 1954 


FUGIO OR INDEPENDENCE. 
EVEN AS EN DEAVO RS OF ALL 
AT ALL TIMES. EVERYWHERE 
UNDER THE SUN. DEPENDS 


THE SUN. DEPENDS 
BASIC LAW OF LIFE. 


Mr. Erie P. Hewmap., 

c/o Edison Bros. Stores. Inc. 

315 Washington Ave. 

St. Louis, Mo. 


As author/ of a book on the Fugio Cent 
you might oe interested in my philosophical 
interpretation of the designs on this coin. 

Truly oelieve that as time goes on and 
there is a fuller appreciation of the wisdom 
of our Founders, this coin will become the 
most significant coin in the life of mankind. 

In spite of the Journal of Congress entry 
referring to a "meridian sun", reference to 
the "Eternal Eye of hod" and the words "Annuit 
Coeptis" on our Great Seal (as seen on the fl.OO 
Bill) meaning "He favors our Undertaking" I con¬ 
duce that the facial characteristics intended 



it to oe God 



Edward R. Barnsley, 


S. State Street, Newtown, Pennsylvania 



The Sign of the Tlird in Hand 
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September 28, 19$$ 


Mr#Edward R. Barnsley 
111 S• State Street 
Newtown, Pennsylvania 

Dear Mr. Barnsley: 

Receipt is acknowledged of your letter of September 21, 19$!? 
and I am glad that people, like yourself, make inquiries as 
the information on many things we do not know about eventually 
comes to light in that manner. 

Primarily, my article on the Varities of the Fugio Cent was 
republished in the Coin Collectors' Journal for July-August, 
19$2 along with The Continental Currency Coinage of 1776 and 
I believe it can be purchased from Wayte Raymond, in New York, 
or almost any other coin dealer. I would send you one except 
for the fact that I agreed with the publisher not to. 

The first comment I know of concerning the dies found in New 
Haven is on page 96 of W.C* Prime'3 "Coins, Medals and Seals", 
published in 1861 which states: "A recent discovery of old 
dies and possibly a manufacture of new dies, or repairing 
and retouching the old has made these coins very common in 
various metals". The next important writing on the subject is 
in the American Journal of Numismatics of January, 1873* Volume 
VII, page 72, in which it is indicated that a single die was 
found in 18$8 at Bridgeport and subsequently the remaining $ 
parts of the dies were found in New Haven. It indicates that 
3 dies were sold to a dealer in New York who did not succeed 
in obtaining good impressions from them. Mr. Rust had pieces 
in gold, silver and copper struck at Waterbury, Connecticut 
from a pair of these dies. These are, of course, the New Haven 
dies and one of them is in the Yale University collection and 
one is in Waterbhry at the Mattuk Historical Society. Mr. Damon 
Douglas, of Caldwell, New Jersey, has written a paper,which is 
on file with the American Numismatic Society, further amplify¬ 
ing this point. 

The difficult part of the matter is that much of the above in¬ 
formation is not accurate. There are two specimens of 10U-EE 
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Mr • Jdward R • Barnsley 


September 28, 1955 


struck in gold which are obviously re strikes. They may have 
been two of the dies found with the New Haven dies of 103-FF . 
The silver used in the New Haven re strike is entirely differ¬ 
ent from the silver used on the 103-FF. I have an impression 
from an unknown pattern hub and I do not know whefce it came 
from but it is illustrated in the 1952 republication. There 
certainly is no way of accounting for more than 2 obverse 
dies and 2 reverse dies unless some new information has been 
developed. 

Would you be kind enough to tell me what has given rise to 
your inquiry and I might be able to give you more information 
on that particular item. 


Sincerely yours. 


ERIC K NEWMAN 


EFN/atb 


Edward R. Barnsley, 


i S. State Street, Newtown, Pennsylvania 



The Sign of the ‘Bird in Hand 
April 10, 1958 

Mr. Eric P. Newman, Secretary, 

Edison Brothers Stores, Inc., 

400 Washington Avenue, 

St. Louis 2, 

Missouri. 

Dear Mr. Newman: 


I appreciated your letter of September 28, 1955 
regarding the Fugio Restrikes, and I am now taking the liberty of 
sending you for possible attribution, two other Fugios which have 
me completely frustrated. Perhaps you can find time to work on them 
a bit and see if you can figure them out. I can't! 

The double struck piece with the perfectly clear 
WE ARE ONE ought to give the die away; however, the relative positioning 
of the said letters do not correspond exactly with any of the other 
reverses in my collection. So I am hoping that you can identify this 
piece as being one of the rare and unusual reverses that I lack. 

The other Fugio stamped R. C. MARBLE has an 
identifiable obverse, but so far I have not been able to say positively 
just which die and combination it is. 

Any help you can give me in this matter will 
indeed be deeply appreciated. 

Kindly examine these coins at your leisure and 
return them to me when you are thru. Postage and insurance is enclosed. 

And thanks so very much for your trouble. 

Most sincerely yours, 

/-V 

f\ 

Edward R. Barnsley 



April 16, 19£8 


Mr. Edward R. Barnsley 
111 S. State Street 
Newtown, Pennsylvania 

Dear Mr. Barnsley* 

Your letter of April 10, 1958, is at hand and you 
really gave me a work out. So far as I can determine 
the countorstamped Fugio is lii-0 and the double struck 
Fugio it 9*Qi Sho la^oer la a totbiatUoa which is 
new to ne • .ould you be kind enough to eueck these 
again now that you haw ny tentati re 

I think it would be well if you would give me a list 
of all of the varieties of the iugio cents which you 
htTt In • rar 00ll40tl0a« ..ould you oe kind enough to 
do so. 

I with the . 1*00 which yon sent me 
for postage and insurance. Use it as a down payment 
on another Fugio. 

I am hoping, in the future, to republish, completely, 
the new data on the Fuglos which I have accumulated 
and I appreciate the cooperation of people like you 
very much. 


Sincerely, 


Ef N/ atb 


. 


EDISON BROTHERS STORES INC. 

EXECUTIVE OFFICES: 400 WASHINGTON AVE.,' ST. LOUIS 2. MO. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 
SECRETARY 



October 2£, 1955 


Dear Ivy, 

Just ran across another reference in the Columbian Magazine 
which is much easier to find. In April, 1788, page 200, there 
is some material with respect to James Jarvis, the contractor 
for the Fugio cents, sailing for Amsterdam, etc. When you go, 
will you be kind enough to copy the full text of this article"^o 

/ 

We have been having visiting firemen for 10 days and are ex¬ 
hausted. Mike and Ida Edison, all the shoe people, the Abbotts 
from England, and God knows how many more shoe people are coming 
as soon as the Chicago shoe convention is over. It is one big 
round of nauseating gin games and entertainment. They expect 
to be entertained. In addition, Sam and Sadye had their 40th 
Anniversary and all of Sadye*s relatives from Atlanta and Miami 
participated. A miserable time was had by all - not because the 
affairs were not nice - but,because physical endurance ran out. 

Andy has worked up the electric train into fabulous proportions. 
We now run Ij trains on 3 split levels. He has 12 separate trans¬ 
former controls which he operates like a veteran. 

Evelyn is devoting all of her time to the Country Store where 
they are trying to build up a Christmas business. I think she 
is a merchant in disguise. 

The apparent beginnings of prosperity i^flmsiness are certainly 
reflected by its handsome stationery, stickers, and your pep. 

It certainly is a pleasure to have things go well^^,^^^^ 

Love to all of you from us. 



D L E R S 


LEEDS 


B U RTS 


IL SHOE STORES 
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EDISON BROTHERS STORES, Inc 


April 2, 1956 


Hr. Richard Picker 
p. 0. Box 33# 

Oakland Gardena Station 
Flushing 61*, New York 

Dear Diokt 


Thanks for your photo of the new reverse 
send me another copy I will apju^ciate 
your descrijtion to* 


S3 STATES on left and 

of upright of second 
center line of AEi^V, 
left leg. Left upri^ 
of upright of R above^ 
near first i‘;;S 


edge and 
Congratulatio 


link 


tnis\fimSk and keep going. 


The 1-L specimen IN 
of 9-S and 13-N. 






ght. Extension 


in STfATiS would beco: e 
:tyieg/of A lower than 
ti ONE mostly left 
le<J>reaks develop from 
:ros« the 9th link to 


d it is correct. You know 


an eXsy Job of getting pictures together. 
ctures^trSve faded and if you have an extra of 
6, 8, 10, 11 and 19 and reverses N,P,Q.T, 
my photo plates. However, if it will 
lend you my plates I will gladly do so. 

As to oNyefN^2 2>T find it on ANS plate 5890. If they have 
lost it m>Tprin* can be rephotographed. Of course you can 
retake the CTjfn. I would like another picture of it for my 
mounted plates. 


As to rarity I believe the ones in the hoard are common and 
Douglas studied those. I frankly do not think we have had 
enough data from collectors to judge scarcity. I know 
obverse 1 is scarce, so is 21. 


What I would like to see most is the publication of the 


EDISON BROTHERS STORE3, Inc. 


-2- April 2, 1956 

Mr, Richard Picker 


Douglas monograph. If he doesn*t get together with them on 
the finishing touches some of us, if there is no objection, 
ought to do so. 


You will be interested to know that my artiole\on Coinage 
of Colonial Virginia has been accepted for prompt publi¬ 
cation by A, N,S • so I*m finishing Its revision \ 


Incidentally, I think I know who E, Og^FECIx 
tincntal Dollars must be. My candidate^ts-4iii3ha N ' 
of Now York. He did the N, Y, Waterworks notei 
found. He is the only American er^-r^wrer with the' 
E.G, I have located in 15 years/of buying. 

Good luck. 




NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 


AIR MAIL 


\ 

Mr. Eric P. Newman 
Edison Brothers Stores Inc. 

400 Washington Avenue 
St. Louis 2, Missouri 

Dear Mr. Newman: 

Re the Benjamin FranJfclin Issue of The Numismatist. Elston G. 

Bradfield’s note of April 7 discloses you are planning an item 
on BF and the copper coinage. I have only today run across some 
Interesting references in this area, which I’m including in this 
letter on the off chance that you may not already have all of them. 

Most are from E. C. Burnet, Letters of Members of the Continental 
Congress, Vol. 8, page 171, footnote 5 for letter 182. You probably 
have access to this series; must get mine via microfilm from Library 
of Congress. Source reference (by No.) follows the chronology. 

1779 Sept. 17 . Edward Bridgen, London to BF, Passy, re Copper coinage. 
MS Ref. No. 1, II, 141. 

1779 Oct. 2 . BF, Passy, to Bridgen re Copper coinage. Published: 

No. 2, VIII, 383; No. 3, 25; No. 4, Jan. 1934, p29; No. 5, 

Bigelow, Franklin* s Works. VI, 446; No. 6, II, 78; No. 7, III, 355. 

1779 Nov. 19 . Bridgen to BF re Copper Coinage. No. 1, II, 171. 

'Jal. 1 fan 

1780(?)„Steel giedal dies to be later used for copper coins. No. 4, 

Apfeil 1936, p258• 

1782 Dec. 21 . Bridgen to BF re Copper Coinage. No. 1, II, 516. zi. V 

1782 Dec. 24 . BF to Livingston re Copper Coinage. No. 7, VI, 163. 

1783 Sept. 8 . Bridgen to BF re Copper coinage. No. 1, III, 105. 

Burnett says this letter indicates that ’’the firm of Bridgen 
and Waller had previously written to Livingston on the subject." 

1784 Jan. 26 . Eagle versus turkey. No. 4, April 1926, pl94. 

1784, May 11 . Bridgen to BF, re Copper coinage. No. 1, III, 188. 

1785 Jul$ 28 . Capt. Frederick H. Walden’s plan for coinage laid 
before Congress. 

1785 July 28 . Nathaniel Gorham, Boston, to Samuel Hoiten, re 
Bridges (sic) of London, and his copper coinage plans. 

No. 8. 

1786(?) Bridgen to BF, Phila(?), re presenting ‘'the states with 
the handsomest and best copper coin in the world.” 

No. 1, III, 327. 


103 Iroquois Lane 
Liverpool, N. Y. 
April 25, 1956 
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References : 


No. 

1. 

Amer. Phil. Soc.. Franklin Papers. MS. 

No. 

2. 

Sparks Franklin. 

No. 

3. 

D. K. Watson. History of Am. Coinage. 

No. 

4. 

The Numismatist. 

No. 

5. 

Bigelow, Franklin’s Works. 

No. 

6. 

Diplom, Corres. of Amer. Rev. 

No. 

7. 

Wharton. Rev. Dipl. Corres. 

No. 

8. 

Collection of the late Adrian H. Joline 


Sorry these references are so cryptic, but I can’t improve them in 
the time available tonight. I’ve a suspicion they’re old stuff to 
you anyway. Good luck on your article. 

Unfortunately, I’ve ha<?K;o inform Bradfield that I won’t be able to 
meet his deadline, due to pressure of earning a living, but he 
wants an outline and photo anyway. (Franklin Press Token — do you 
have anything on it or interest in it -- trying to get documentary 
evidence to tie it to BF). 

In great haste, as you can see! 


Very truly yours. 


















E J. TH EISEN 
96 Hillcrest Terrace 


EAST ORANGE. N. J. 

Oct. 24, 1956. 


c L J . JNC 

6450 Cecil ^ve. 
St. Louis 5, Mo. 

Dear r* Newman: 


As editor of "The 177b Continel Currency 

Coinage - Varieties of The Fugio Cent” you will no doubt 

be interested in the enclosed reward notices. 

You will note that 1 am still dissatisfied 



February 19, 19£7 


f / 


Hr* Sawyer HcA. Hoaxer 
American Numismatic Society 
Broadway between 155th and 156th 
New York 32, New York 

Dear Nr. Mosser: 

I have been busy writing for the Centennial edition 
and there are a few items which I would like to 
borrow from the society. Would you be kind enough 
to send me Hickcox, "AwHistorical Account, of African 
Coinage" fro the library. I will return it very 
promptly. 

I would also like to borrow the following negatives 
covering coins which I had photographed. In view of the 
fact that I want to ake certain enlargements, I think 
it would c better if they were borrowed, as was ay 

then returned* They are as follows: 

A 1*57 and A 159 (pair) 

A 1*58 and A 1*61 (pair) 

A 1*70 and A 1*71 (pair) 

A 1*96 and A 1*98 (pair) 

1682 and 1683 (pair) 

A 1*55, A 1*56, A 1*65, A i*68> A 1*72, 

A 2*97, 1*815, 5890 (obverse only). 

I continue to derive a great deal of pleasure from my 
research which is continuing at full strength and have 
been very enco raged by the many letters received in 
connection with my recent monograph* 

Kindest regards. 


Sincerely yours. 


i :atb 


. 


YALE UNIVERSITY 

DEPARTMENT OF CLASSICS 


BOX 1967, YALE STATION 
NEW HAVEN, CONN. 


April 28, 1957 


Dear for. Newman: 

The three Connecticut cents have arrived 
safely. I'm happy that they were of some use 
to you. 

As to the cents of 1788 — we have, 1 
think, about 75 pieces, representing at least 
31 varieties. Frankly, I don’t want to en¬ 
trust the lot to the US mails. Some of the 
varieties I presume are found in your own 
collection or in collections immediately a- 
vailable to you. I feel that 1 would much 
rather gamble on forwarding to you particular 
varieties which you hadn't found elsewhere, 
than the whole batch. You are, of course, 
free to use anything we have which interests 
you; the question is rather one of mechanics. 

I had been using your helpful outline 
of the Fugio cents in arranging our examples, 
and found one piece which (apparently) isn't 
listed. Obverse -- 17; Reverse -- ? 1 can 

best describe it by elimination. 

1) Regular reverse (not AA thru FF) 

2) STATES left, UNITED r. (not A thru J) 

3) third E extends right of second E 
(not K thru T, V, X or Y) 

4) ARE high (not U) 

5) ARE wide (not Z) 

That leaves W, and in fact the spacing and in¬ 
ternal relation of the letters of WE ARE ONE 
is virtually identical. But the position of 
these letters with relation to STATES is not 
the same as on the one example of W which we 
have (a 6-W). The letters of WE ARE ONE on 


our 6-W are very strong, possibly indicating 
that they were recut; also, our die has no die 
breaks, whereas W does (always?) 


W 


our die 


■T<a’ 


•) Vw 

7 ?^ 


^Wo^aA) 


Perhaps then ours is an earlier form of W. In 
any case it is new to your listing. 

Yours sincerely; 

JvAjKLj 

T.V.Butvtrey 






Kay 2, 1957 


Mr* T* V. Buttrey 
Tale University 
box 1967, Yale Station 
New Haven, Connecticut 

Hear r. Outtrey, 

Thank you for your very nice letter of April 27, 1957* 

Ac to your Fugio cents, I would very nuch like to have 
a list of those which are in your collection and would 
like to have you send me the new variety* There aro at 
least li new di©3 which have been discovered since I wrote 
sy article an< 6 saw combinations of known dies. 

I therefore would like your new specimen, for photography, 
so that I can add it to my group when they are republished. 
If, of course, you wish to have a picture taken of it 
that would be very nice. Do you have any Fugio dies in 
the Yale collection or any hubs used in making those dies? 

A8 to the Connecticut cents, I will gladly strip my 
request down so that you will feel better about it. I 
would like obverses 3, h, 5, 6, 7 and 8 for the first 
^roup with their subvarieties. So many of theoe coins 
are struck over other coins that it seems essential that 
I see all of your specimens of these types. Could you go 
that far to send me these and then I can return them and 
ask for others* 

I am looking forward to seeing the Fugio and hope that 
you have discovered another variety. 


Sincerely yours. 


bRIC F. NEWMAN 


EKl/atb 


YALE UNIVERSITY 

DEPARTMENT OF CLASSICS 


BOX 1967, YALE STATION 
NEW HAVEN, CONN. 


May 10, 1957 


Dear Mr. Newman: 

I regret that I cannot send on the Connecticut 
cents in which you are interested. I meant in my last let- 


a 

ter only to suggest that particular example/! not availaole 


to you elsewhere might he exempted from this restriction. 
But I really cannot pack up pieces of the Yale collection 
and mail them about, in large lots or small. 


Our Fugio cents are all of combinations already 


listed by you, save for the one new die I wrote of last 
time. We have: 1-B, 1-CC, 3-D, 4-E, 6-W, 7-T, 8-B, 9-P, 
10-T, 11-B, 12-S, 12-U, 13-X, 14-0, 15-V, 15-Y, 16-H, 16-N, 

W vJ 

17-S, 17-new die, 19-Z, 21-1, 103-EE in gold, 104-FF. I 
can have a photo of the new die made here for about $2, I 
think. 


We do have one Fugio die in the collection, one 


not listed by you. I'd be interested in hearing if you have 
run across any coins struck from it. It's very close to 
103 — pointed chin, incuse ornaments, 8 in date high — 
with a dot between MIND and YOUR, much closer to the latter 
and directly over the space between I and N. I'll send you 
an impression of it. I enclose a paper I found in our 
files; I know no more of it than this. 


Sincerely yours, 
T.V.I rey 



YALE UNIVERSITY 

DEPARTMENT OF CLASSICS 


BOX 1967, YALE STATION 
NEW HAVEN, CONN. 


Statement by P.C.C.boyd concerning Fuglo die given Yale 
collection by him, 1940. 

“Original die made by Atoel Buell of New Haven and 
struck by means of a drop press — fugio cent, dated 1787, 
purchased i rom the great grandson of Jacob Perkins, for¬ 
merly of Newburyport, Massachusetts, and later of Phila¬ 
delphia, Pennslyvania. This piece was purchased from 
the estate and had lain in the bank vault in Philadelphia 
since 1870." 


May 11, 195? 


Mr. T. 7. Buttrey 
Department of Classics 
Fox 1967 Yale Station 
New Haven, Connecticut 

Dear Mr. Buttrey: 

Tour letter of May 10, 1957 is acknowledged and I am 
pleased to advise you that the Fuglo coin which had the 
new reverse is hnown now as 17-V7VJ, I already have a 
picture of it as it was called to my attention about a 
year ago. I believe I will publish the additions and 
corrections to my list in due course. 

I am looking forward to the receipt of an impression from 
the die in your collection w ich you. indicate is different 
than those heretofore listed by me. Would it be possible 
for you to make such an impression in soft metal or in 
plastic? If you warm plexiglass you can ?aake marvelous 

hey 

As to the Connecticut cents which you have from 1788, I 
think it would bo best if you could give e a list of the 
varieties indicating those v . .cb are overstruck and the 
coins over which they are struck, if i ;>u can easily tell. 

Many are overstruck on Nova Consetllatios. You could confine 
this work to those nentionod in ay letter of May 2, 1957* to 
start. I may wish to have some photographed if their con¬ 
dition is excellent. I will be guided by your suggestions 
and appreciate your interest in the work I am doing. 

Kindest regards, and thanks. 


Sincerely yours. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


E t li/atb 


YALE UNIVERSITY 

DEPARTMENT OF CLASSICS 


BOX 1967, YALE STATION 
NEW HAVEN, CONN. 


June 11, 1957 


Dear J*;r. tewr.an: 

Here are the Conn.rents of 1788 which we have struck 
from obverses 3 to > : 


3^-bJ v. x 
3?-B^ (1) 

4-K, • U; 


5-B‘ 




(1) 


8. 


I have looked at. all 0 + tnem closel 
ah It. to . r -'c»ot r .o.; 1 \ two 0.1 strikes ~ 

'i-,- a zr‘ _ /-i . 


have been , 
>f the 3-B 1 


one of the 


end t he 4 -K‘ , botl Jonst ti . 1 » t 

tell you the type -- I mean t t lies -- f th< N.C.; 

4 ! • OU 1 . 


annot. recall if in m„ 1. rt note I lister’ s^ve 
ftigios we've received. Anyway there ore 5, 
t.hc-L rare 3 V sure : 13-K, ] 13-K, IP- 17 , 1 

I've not yet f >irne' to i 7 i C: 0 f the 

Pu I 11 V 1 have. I f • . • » ■ • I t jra 

I'd lik« to say that, i'll get it sometime this 
summer. If you nee * more quickly, Let • know. 










September 6, 1957 


:'r . T. V. Butirey 
department of Classics 
Box 1967 Yale Station 
Hew Haven, Connecticut 

dear Mr# Buttrey: 

You were going to obtain an impression for 
me of the Fugio die which you have at the 
University and I had suggested that you warn 
plexiglasin a toaster and press the die into 
the hot side of the plastic. I think you will 
be interested in the wonderful results which 
this process produces. ihe item can then be 
rojected in a standard slide projector. 

The piece of ploxiglas should be about 1/8" 
thick and 2x2 in dimensions. 

I hear that Dr. Ingholt has returned from 
over-seas and I would appreciate it if you 
would give him my regards. 


Sincerely yours. 


EfN/atb 


XI ^ c \ I 

( THISSIDEOFCAro ^^ADDRESS ) 


i IM!T 


Mr. h.P.Newman 
.bidison Bros. Stores 
400 Washington Ave. 
St. Louis 2 
Mo. 









Dear Kr. Kewman, 


Don't despair; I'm working on it. Completely 
unsuccessful so far. The plexiglass has begun 
to bubble before I can get it soft enough for 
a good impression (I began with it too thick, 
but even at l/8" the results are no good). I'm 
now trying dentists wax, with unimpressive 
results. Keep the faith. 



TVButtrey 


E. J. TH EISEN 
96 Hillcrest Terrace 


EAST ORANGE. N. J. 


Oct. 11, 1957 


Mr. Eric P. iNiewman 
6450 Cecil Ave., 
St. Louis 5, Mo. 

Dear Mr* Newman: 


as author of "The 1776 Continental Currency - 
Varieties of The Fugio Cent" 1 am writing whether you would - 
for a small emolument - act as a judge to decide whether the 
contestants for the reward outlined in the enclosed hand-bill 
met the requirements tnerein outlined. 

It will be noted that the offer of the reward 
of $250.00 ends October 24th, 1957. I have received six replies 
from contestants. One of them in particular, a 7 page treatise 
is from a Mrs. Miller of Albuquerque, jm.M. and I promised her 
that at the end of the period 1 would have three we^l-known numis¬ 
matists decide whether any contestant met the requirement and 
earned the reward. 


With the exception of Mrs. Millerb entry, the 
others are very short. Mrs. Miller has spent much time in 
collecting data for her entry, and 1 feel she is entitea to an 
impartial decision. 

1 am writing Mr* V»alter n. Ereen, with whom 
you are well acquainted to act as the second judge in this matter, 
and I am quite sure he will be agreeable. 1 am seeking another 
judge and have asked Mr* Breen for a suggestion. 

With the exception of one small letter, i have 
had copies made (photograph exact copies) of the other entries and 
if you write that you are agreeable to reviewing them and make 
a decision as to the winner, if any, 1 will forward them to you 
by registered mail, together with two statements (which could be 
substituted by your own statement if you wish) to be signed by 
you, and the necessary return envelope and postage. 

As to the emolument: unless you spell it out, 1 
will find out one of your weaknesses and gratify it. 


rlease use the self-addressed stamped envelope 
for your reply. Thanks for your attention. ^ 



October 15, 1957 





. . . 

96 lillcrest Terrace 


East Orange, Mow Jersey- 
Dear ”r. Theisen: 

It was nice of you to ask me to act as judge in connection 
sertain Information on the Fugio cent. 

Primarily, I wish to point out that your broadside orates 
that the" claim must be confirmed by the Library of Congress and 
I assume that you will not be able to have then pass on the 
matter. 

I an perfectly willing to act in an advisory capacity to you 
but you must make the decision based on whatever other ad¬ 
visory opinions you say wish to secure. I think it would be 
wrong for a committee of judges to make a decision on your 

behalf . 

Your enthusiasm to determine the origin of the design and 
legend on the Fugio coins has, no doubt, stimulated much work 
in that regard and Hook forward to reading the various entries 
which have been submitted. Please forward them to me and 
I will be glad to give you my opinl ;n as to whether they add 
anything to the information you wish. 

Incidentally, I am again working very hard on the origin of 
the 1776 Continental Dollar and the fractional paper money and 
have |OM now information which X will publish in due course, 

I have rather substantial evidence as to who "EG* was, and 
whose initials, as you know, are on one variety of the Contin¬ 
ental Dollars. 

As a • for an additional name to reniew the material, 

T can assure yon that Boymond B, Villiarason, 103 Iroquois Lane, 
Liverpool, New fork, would bo excellent. 


be t 

r. Iter rcen 


EFN/atb 


Sincerely your3, 


. 



E. J. TH EISEN 
96 Hillcrest Terrace 


EAST ORANGE. N. J. 

Oct. 19, 1957 


Mr* Eric -t". Newman, Ass T t. V*p. 
Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 

400 Washington Ave., 

St. Louis 2, Mo. 

Dear Mr* Newman: 


Thanks for yours of Oct. 15th. 

As to authentication of claims by the 
Library of Congress, might say that - as far as 1 can find - 
no entry established any evidence of documents showing the 
required infonuation, hence the Library of congress will not 
be asked to confirm any document. 

It might be, as you say, that 1 am, in 
a way, passing the buck, in depending upon others to decide. 
If it were not for the entrant of Mrs. Marianne F* Miller 
1 would decide for myself. Her letters seem to call for a 
decision by someone well known in numismatology. Since Mr. 
Breen writes articles for "fhe Numismatist" and is .associate 
Editor of "The MaNA Journal", and you are the author of a 
book on the Fugio Cent, 1 believe Mrs. Miller will be better 
satisfied with a decision made by you two, than if 1 were to 
decide myself. 


1 am enclosing photographic copies of 
the entries (with exception of Mr* Fink’s which did not pho¬ 
tograph because written with a ball-point pen), together with 
two statements - prepared primarilly to make it convenient 
for you, one stating no entry fulfilled the requirements and 
the other designating one of them as so doing. In view of the 
fact that we have a THERMO-FAX photographing machine in the 
office, would appreciate your signature in either a regular 
ink (not call-point pen) or lead pencil, fori contemplate 
sending a copy to each of tie entrants. 


Also enclosed is an envelope, self-addressed 
and stamped for certified mail, which can be dropped in a mail¬ 
box, without being registered at a post-office. 


Anent the uesign, 1 have made a search 
which, in my estimation, culminates in a significance which is 
astounding, but it must be a subject of another letter which 
1 will write later. 


Thanks for your att 
Si 



regards, 1 am 





















October 25, 19 57 



"r. E* J. Theisen 
96 Hillcrest Terrace 
hast Orane, Jew Jersey 

Dear 'r* Theisen: 

You asked me to be of assistance to you in connection with 
your offer for information concening the origin of the 
Id legend* You forwarded to me OOpiefl 
m taiwri yen here received, for my re Tie if* 

the interpreted >n of Themes . abbott that "Times Change", 
"A Hew nation 'as Arisen", etc. i3 most inte osting but 
si ce the Fugio design and legend wore used prior to 
Independence (at least by February 17, 1776), this inter- 
t-evaluated. 

The entry of Iord E* Jennings indicating that Cox designed 
the coin assumes that the design was made about 1787 rather 
thin 1776 and, therefore, cannot b# SOrr lt« 
quotation is only a small portion of the Federal records on 
the subject* 

The entry of Howard Harper gives no source and is the gener¬ 
ality which yo are tryi g to verify* 

Th© entry of Horschel Fink is merely a quotation from the 
Guide Book and at least is accurate as to Abel Buell, of 
w avon, making the dies* 

The entry of Michael McQuillan indicating the Fugio coppers 
as being copiod from the Continental Dollar i3 certainly 
correct but does not bring us any closer to Franklin or the 
source of the design or legend* 

The entry of Marianne • Miller, w ich was revised and re- 
v . lished in the Numismatic Scrapbook for July, 1957, shows 
a tremondous amount of research on Franklin* She has added 
materially to the justification for assuming that Franklin 

ested the motto which was eventually used on the coppers* 
Unfortunately, her quotations from "Money-Go-Round" and 


- 2 - 

« . 


October 25, 1957 


«Tliis is Your Dollar” are further repetition of unsupported 
and inaccurate facts but, otherwise, her research seems to 
be from reliable sources* Although Mies ill.r has not 
answered either of your questions, she lias added certain 
speculative evidence to the problem so that the case on 
behalf of Benjaaln Franklin is somewhat improved* 

In conclusion, I believe that you would be justified in 
paying larianns F, Miller the $250*00, if you wi3h to, on 
the ground that her research has added to the fact3 relative 
to the Fugio cent and improved the opportunity to draw better 
conclusions fro the problem which you presented. This is 
your decision to make and I am merely giving you my thoughts 
because I have done research in this particular field and 
have written "Continental Currency Coinage", Varieties 
of the Fugio Cent" (Coin Collector’s Journal, July, 1952), 
and "Foor Richard's Eottoes on Coins",(Numismatist, December, 
1 r oil t is subject. 


Sincerely yours. 


. 


Ei l/atb 


E J. TH EISEN 
96 Hillcrest Terrace 

EAST ORANGE. N. J. 

Oct. 28, 1957 


Mr. Eric P. newman, Ass’t. V .P. 

Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 

400 Washington Ave. 

St. Louis, 2, Mo. 

Dear Mr* Hewman: 

received yours of Oct. 25th re entries in 
the Fugio Cent contest. 

Regret that 1 did not mention that 1 had only 
the copy of Mrs. Miller’s entry headed "In Defense of Ben¬ 
jamin Franklin" which 1 sent to you. Mrs. filler desired 
prompt return of her original copy intending to have it 
published, and as you mention, did publish it in the Scrapbook. 

1 therefore made one copy on the Thermo-Fax, and returned the 
original to her. 

Contemplate having Mr. nreen look over the en¬ 
tries this week-end, and would greatly appreciate your re¬ 
turning the copy of Mrs. Miller entry entitled "In Defense 
of Benjamin Franklin" by air-mail. Suggest you return all 
copies and when Mr. Breen has finished with them, 1 wi 11 
send tnem back to you. Being a philatelist of a sort, 1 
decorated the return air-mail envelope with rareties of which 
1 need cancelled issues. Please use this envelope for the 
return copies. 

Regret that you did not make use of one of the 
affirmative answers which 1 sent you, altho you did mention 
this entry did not meet the reouirements. 1 contemplated 
doubling the reward each year, but the reward is to go to 
the person uncovering specific evidence of the author and also 
specific evidence of the author’s interpretation. 

Thanking you kindly for your attention but re¬ 
gretting that 1 cannot see my way cleajyXo awarding Mrs. Miller 
*250.00 for effort. / 

Stncer^l^X 


October 30, 1957 


Mr, E, J, Thelsen 
96 Hillcrest Terrace 
East Orange, New Jersey- 
Dear Mr, Theisens 

I an rtturning herewith the copies of the 
entries which you forwarded to me. 

You were going to tell me something about 
•your new theory and I would very much appreciate 
h aring from you as to what it is. 

This, and related problems, will be solved 
s one how. 

Sincerely yours. 


EFri/atb 


Oetob«r.}0| 19 57 


Ka tatuck Historical Society 
119 West Main Street 
Waterbury, Connecticut 

Gentlemen: 

I believe you have,in your collection, ono or more dies 
of the Fugio co per coin ntr ck in 1787 by the authority 
of the United Statoa -overnnent* I have jnot r 
Yale University, an impression of tho die which they have 
in thoir collection and I would like to receive impressions 
of y mr3. 

In 1952 I published an article on the varieties of this 
particular coin and. In anticipati>n of republishing further 
information on thi 3 matter, I would like to obtain impress¬ 
ions of a y dies which yo.i have. 

The impression can be made in warm plastic, wax, plastcr- 
of opart a | lead, 07 ’ anything which is handy* if yen have 
a picture which gives sufficient detail that would be ex¬ 
cellent. 

If it would be simpler for me to make the impression, you 
could send the die to the Missouri i3torical Society, 

Lindall and DcBallTicrO, St* Louis, (of Whl«h I an Secretary), 
as a loan, and I could arrange to have it done while ih 
their possession. 


Sincerely yours. 


. 


EiU/atb 


October 31, 1957 


dr. X* V. Buttrey 

Department of Classics, Yale University 
Box 1967 Yale Station 
New Ilavon, Conn* 

Dear Kr# Buttreyj 

Bravisairaol 

Your die is of a completely unknown variety as 
far as I kn ovr. Would you bo kind enough to tell 
me when and from where it was acquired, I aa 
particularly anxious to learn if it was one of 
the dies found in the middle of the last century 
in the Broome and Platt store, in New Haven, 

I am now going to try to locate the other dies 
and I believe there is one or more in the Mattatuck 
istorical Society, 

What i3 the material you used? 

Thank you, very much, for your cooperation, which 
•rill be duly noted some day in a proper publi¬ 
cation* 


Sincerely yours. 


EPN/atb 


YALE UNIVERSITY 
DEPARTMENT OF CLASSICS 


BOX 1967, YALE STATION 
NEW HAVEN, CONN. 


Oct. 23 


Dear Mr. Newman: 

Not only have I delayed too long with 
your impression* but now I fear I must 
charge you. I tried a dozen ways of 
using the plexiglass, and then dentists 
wax — but I never got a really sharp 
strike. 

Consequently I entrusted the matter to 
the New Haven hlectrotype Co., whose 
bill I enclose. The impression 1 am 
mailing to you separately. I think 
you will agree that it is quite good; 
it certainly is infinitely finer than 
anything I could have done myself. 

Indidentally, 1 don't know what “total 
units" means on the invoice; the net 
result was just the one impression 
which I am mailing to you. 

Sorry this has taken so long. 


Yours sincerely 



YALE UNIVERSITY 

DEPARTMENT OF CLASSICS 


BOX 1967, YALE STATION 2? 

NEW HAVEN, CONN. ’ / 
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Hoy. 2 , 1957 


Mr* Liston G. Eradfield, Editor. 

Tne ^urnismatist 

P. 0. -^ox 3491, Chicago, 54, 111. 


Dear Editor: 




7 


FEWADD FA3 ho TO UNCOVER 
AUTHOR OF FUGIO CENT 

The offer of £250.00 Tor information as to the 
author of the design on the Fugio Cent and his own 
interpretation thereof, which closed Oct. 24, 1957 
did not elicit documentary evidence of this nature. 

There wero only six entries, evidencing a lack 
of interest and acceptance of the current belief 
as to the author and the interpretation of the design. 

All entries inclined to the uuthor iciu^ benjamin 
Franklin, and much research to this end v:us made 'ey 
Mrs. Marianne F. Miller of Albuquerque, ft. 14. which, however, 
foiled to meet the requi reme:.tu cf the offer. 

The following facts might lead to the author of 
thitsign on the Fugio Cent being Francis Hopkinson. 

1. He was Interested in heraldry, having unsigned (a) 

The Seal of the State of hew Jersey, (b) The seal 
of the American Philosophical Society (1770; (c) 

Seven devices with mottoes for emissions oh the 
Continental Congraop; (d) i\aval Flag, ( e) Flag of 
the United SLuces; %jt) Seal of the AanircHt^ 

2. Signer of the Declaration of Independence. 

3. Wat an intimate friend of Peter Miller, also a mem¬ 
ber of the American Philosophical Scciery. Peter 
Miller v/u3 a leader of the Lphrata Cloisters which 
printed much of the Continental Currency, altho 
evidence available fails no -how that ihe i/3 Dollar 
(with the Fugio design) was among those printed by 
the Cloisters. 

4.Representative from hew oerse^ in the Continental 
Congress, he was an author, political satirist in 
1774, statesman, musician, and an artist. 

The above will be found in "The Life 5 l U 0 rks of Francis 
Hopkinson, " By Geo. Everett Eastings; Papers of Con¬ 
tinental Congress Vol 4, Fol. 671, 673,681 & 685; Col¬ 
lections of Francis Hopkinson, historical Society of 
Pennsylvania, "History of Lphrata, ?a. and Its Cloisters" 
(Manuscript) by M. H. Heinicke, flew Haven, Conn. 


2 


If we consider that the Board of Treasury on May 11, 

1787 submitted to a Committee of the Continental Congress, William 
Pierce (GaJ; John Kean (SC) and Samuel Holton (Mass) 3 ev 8 n devices 
for a proposed copper coin (the Fu^io Cent), that the committee 
ohose two (the face and reverse of the Fugio Cent) of these seven 
submitted to them, we have, at least, an unusual co-incidence. 
(Committee formed, and their report see Journal of Continental 
Congress Vol JLXX11, Page 303). 

In 1?80 Francis Hopkinson submitted a bill to the 
Treasury for services, among which wa3 "some fancy work and deven de¬ 
vices for the Continental Currencyf The payment was declined and 
Francis Hopkinson appealed to Congress, alleging negligence in the 
functioning of the department. The Congress, recognizing the appeal 
ooming from a member of the Congress set ? hearing to be held 
looking into the allegations. Although the minutes of the hearing 
are available (Collections of Francis Hopkinson, Historical Society 
of Pennsylvania) there is no evidence of the specific devices 
shown, altho reference was made to seven devices by Francis Hopkinson. 
The committee ruled that others likewise performed some "fancy work" 
for the currency, and found the department not era!as in failing to 
pay the bill. 

It would be logical to assume that the members of the 
Continental Currenoy, being acquainted with Francis Hopkinson, 
and recognizing hi3 services, did submit to the Coromittee(to chose 
two designs for the first copper coin)*®* adt the seven which Francis 
Hopkinson submitted, and in this manner sought to compensate him 
in 30Die measure. The fact that the design appeared on,tfce Contin»H&al 
Currency in 1776 (l/3 dollar) would logically account for t.he failure 
of the Committee (in its report July 6 , 1787) to interprets the 
d a s i gn s m el e o t ea . 

« 

Although the v'riter did make a search of the Collections 
of Francis Hopkinson in the Historical Society of Pennsylvania, he 
is not satisfied, and Relieves the seven devices, specifically de¬ 
scribed and .their interpretations will, in time, be round in the 
papers of Francis Hopfinson. Whether the Fugle Cent design will be 
one of them is a matter of time and further search. 

Until documentary evidence or a true authentic interpre¬ 
tation of the design on uhe Fugio Cent, our nation’s first coin, is 
found, the writer, as a numismatist, reels ashamed; an emptiness; 
a lack of basic substantiality tine worth; that chagrin and a feeling 
akin to perfidy underlies all the hollow, self-glorified activities 
of the fraternity. 


sincerely, 


E J. TH EISEN 
96 Hillcrest Terrace 

EAST ORANGE. N. J. 

Nov. 3, 1957 


Mr. Eric i . Newman, ^ss’t. V. P. 
Edison Brothers stores, A nc. 

400 Washington Ave., 

St. Louis, 2, Mo. 

Dear ^r* ^ewman: 


.Received return of copies of entries, but 
alasl falter oreen again had an engagement for this weekend. 
Be is more difficult to meet than the President. I hone to 
have him over some weekend in the near future. 

As to sending your letter to each of the 
contestants. 1 am inclined to oelieve that it is "merciful” 
to advise the losers tmat they have lost, rather than give 
reasons why they have lost. The letter seems, at least to 
me, to be adding insult to injury. 

In stead of advising each individually, 

I have just mailed an article to each ’'The Numismatist" and 
the "Scrapbook” outlining the results of the contest and 
advancing my new found theory that trancis Bopkinson might 
have been the author of the Eugio Cent design. 1 attach 
hereto my copy of the letter 1 sent to the"Numismatist”, 
a similar one was sent to the”Scrapbook". You should be 
interested in them. 


1 also enclose one rugio cent, as well 
as a coin-silver Eugio Token, as an honorarium for your 
kina attention. I trust they will be accepted. 


Again thanking you foi>yt)ur attention, 


Nov. 6, 1957 


Dear Mr. Newman — 

I'm happy that the reproduction of the 
Fugio die is alright. I'm afraid I can't 
tell you very much about it. 

There is a note in our files which reads: 

"Original die made by Abel Buell of New 
Haven and struck by means of a drop 
press — fugio cent, dated 1787, pur¬ 
chased from the great grandson of JacOb 
Perkins, formerly of Newburyport, Mas¬ 
sachusetts, and later of Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania. This piece was purchased 
from the estate and had lain in the bank 
vault in Philadelphia since 1870. Al¬ 
though the fugio cent is supposed to be 
the coin issued for New York, the dies 
were made in New Haven." 

This is a statement made by Mr. F.C.C.Boyd, 
at the occasion of presenting the die to 
the Yale collection, in April, 1940. Per¬ 
haps he could tell you something mare about 
it. There is no indication that it is one 
of the dies found in New Haven a century ago, 

Your* sincerely. 



m ber 6, 1957 


r, . . J. The!sen 
96 Hillcrost Terraco 
®ast Orange, low Jersey- 

Dear r• Theison: 

The honorarium which you wore nice enough to 
3ond has been divided up properly. My secretary, 
who did all the work, is delighted with the 
•.;;io co,.; or, ich i'olt t :at she -;h ,.ld - ..ve • 
The souvenir to!:en I an keeping* 

The honorarium was not necessary but was much 
;p r elated by both of us. 




Sincoi-uly, 




. /atb 


November 15* 19$7 


Mr. E, J, Theisan 
96 Hillcrest Te race 
East Orange,New Jersey 

Dear Mr. Theisen: 

I read,with great interest, your letter of November 
2, 1957 to The Numismatist. 

While it is perfectly possible for Hopkinson to 
have made the Fugio design, I call your attention 
to the fact that the .seven devices which he pre¬ 
pared for Continental currency were probably the 
devices which were necessary in connection with 
the 1779 issue. There Were six new denomination* 
ad’ed. In 1778 there wore two denominations added, 
I suspect that he did the last six and one of the 
other two. 

Do you happen to have Papers of the Continental 
Congress, Yol. k$ folio 6?1, 673* 681 and 685 which 
you cite? Could I borrow those from you? and, al30 
a copy of the minutes of the committee hearing with 
respect to Hopkinson’s claim for payment? 

I will be glad to return them if you can lend them 
to me . 


Sincerely yours. 


EPN/atb 


P.S. Just got word from the national Archives that 
the document I an looking for can’t be located and that 
there are endless documents which w ich are not arranged 
yet. Some day our problems will be solved. 


E.P, 


E J. TH EISEN 
96 Hillcrest Terrace 
EAST ORANGE. N. J. 

i)OV. 18, 1957 


Dear Mr* ^ewman: 

Yours of i*ov. 15th. Unfortunately 1 do 
not have copies of the Continental Congress Vol. 4, Folio 
671, 673» 681 and 685* 

My notes indicate that I have checked the 
Papers of the Continental Congress on the lead given me by 
"The Life & Works of Frauds Hopkinson,"by aeo. Everett 
Hastings, U.of Chicago Press, 1926, Page 240, wherein it 
is stated "7 Devices for the Continental currency; the 
borders, ornaments ana checks for the new Continental Cur¬ 
rency now in tne Press" (1760). This may, as you state* 
refer to the new denominations added in 1779* 

nut then, on Page 241 of the same book - 
also in 1780, June 6th - there appears this: "Seven devices 
with mottoes for former Emissions of the Continental Currency" 
It might be that the seven devices referred to were actually 
those of 1779, yet the reference is specifically to borders, 
ornaments ana ehecks for the currency then in the Press. 
Hopkinson*s interest in designing seals (Seal of D. J. in 1776, 
Amer.Philosophical Society in 1770) would seem to point to 
him as the logical person called upon by tne Founders for the 
devices. 


The minutes of the committee hearing on the 
allegations against the Treasury Department are with the 
Historical Society of Pennsylvania, "Collections of Francis 
Hopkinson", 1 think in Box 236. 1 have read thru the minutes 

out could find no reference to specific devices explained or 
described. These boxes contain original writings, not in any 
kind of order, and - as I recall - wnen one takes them out 
for perusal, three attendants on platforms, from three different 
points of the room, appear to be watching you. 1 have no copies 
of the hearings, having failed to find evidence of the specific 
devices mentioned. 


It might be, as pointed out by the oeneral 
Services Administration, that evidence might be in the unfiled 
and unarranged folios in the Division of manuscripts of the 
Library of Congress. My conjecture as to Hopkinson being the 
author is founded on his interest in heraldry and having authored 
numerous seals during the periou. / >/ __ 


SinceYejy,' 


March 13, 1958 


Mr. V. Clain-Stefanelli, Curator 
Division of numismatics 
Smithsonian Institution 
Washington 25* D, C. 

Dear Mr. Stefanelli: 

With respect to your inquiry concerning the Fugio cent 
die at Yale University, I can state that I have found 
no pieces struck with it. I have an impression of it 
now and will photograph that impression in due course. 

Many of the Fugio dies of the pattern type were the 
basis of rcstrikes and I am combing the auction cata¬ 
logues to obtain what Information I can with respect 
to them. I have a great deal of new information on 
the Fugios and, in due course, I will republish all 
of my earlier work on them. 'any years ago Mr. Douglas 
wrote a nice article on the subject which is at A.N.S. 
but it has never been completed for publication. 

I have been working very hard to determine who is 
H E.O.” on the Continental Dollars and believe I have 
the answer. This will be the subject of another publi¬ 
cation. 

If I can help you on any research you are doing at 
any time do not hesitate to call on me. 


Sincerely yours. 


EN/atb 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


Edward R. Barnsley, 


i i i S. State Street, Newtown, Pennsylvania 



The Sign of the "Bird in Hand 
May 5, 1958 

Mr. Eric P. Newman, Secretary, 

Edison Brothers Stores, Inc., 

400 Washington Avenue, 

St. Louis 2, 

Missouri. 


Dear Mr. Newman: 


Thank you so much for your letter of the 16th ult. 
relative to your attribution of my two Fugio "toughies". I do not own 
a Reverse Q,, so cannot check my interesting double-struck piece. All I 
know is that the Reverse is quite different from my 9-P. 

1 attach a list, which you have requested, of my 
small collection of Fugio cents. I hope that your new pamphlet on the 
subject,- with good illustrations-, will be forthcoming soon, so that 
all interested can better work out the many die varieties of this our 
first United States Coin. 

Incidently 1 have been trying to find the first 
pictorial representation of this coin in numismatic literature, or 
otherwise. Dickeson in 1859 illustrates a Fugio* on No. 7 of Plate XI, 
P. 126. He refers to it in the index (p. 267) and the text (p. 126) as 
"First United States Cent." Query: When was it first called Franklin 
Cent and when then did people start calling it the Fugio Cent? 

And speaking of Franklin, I think he said something 
about working a willing horse to death; but anyway I have two "dogs" 
that I just cannot figure out. (See enclosures). One is a George III 
something or other, and the second is the aforementioned willing horse 
WITH A BOW TIE. What the under-type of the latter may be is a very, 
very moot question. Your valued ideas on the subject will be deeply 
appreciated. Although I cannot pay #64,000 for the answer, it is an 
interesting challange. 

Incidently, I have been trying to figure out when 
the Fugio was demonetized. I believe that the Act of Congress approved 
May 8, 1792 did it. Reference: Second Congress, Session I, Chapter 39, 
Section 2. If this was so, then the Fugio had a legal tenure of only 
five years. Do you agree? 

Very sincerely yours. 


Edward R. Barnsley 


Enclosures: 


id. 1775 stamped HPP 
N.J. 1787 overstruck 35-J 


* Can you attribute the engraving? 
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May 8, 1958 


/ 


Mr. dward R. Barnsley 
111 S. State Street 
Newtown, Pennsylvania 

Dear r. Barnsley: 

As to your letter of May 5, 1958, I cheeked my library and 
I find no earlier pictorial representation of the Fugio 
copper than hickeson. Before ve could ascertain who first 
called it the Fugio cent, or the Franklin cent, we would 
have to check through the sales catalogues of the errly period. 
The coin is included in almost all of them and I will check 
it shortly. 

I ar. returning the ewo coins y u enclosed. The New Jersey 
piece is over another coin, Shat Other tola i3 .:Ot a Vermont. 

T havo checked all of the Gonnecticuts I have available think¬ 
ing it might be a 1788 Military Bust and it i3 exceedingly 
close to 1788 Miller 2-D. It is also exceedingly close to 
the 1788 counterfeit British halfpenny. It does not seem to 
be identical to either. I am not even sure- if it is a bust 
facing Inft nr a hunt f i ;e it could be ii 

The position of the bow appears more likely to be a bust fac¬ 
ing right. 

The other coin is a counterfeit British halfpenny and the 
counterstar.ped initials are, in my opinion, much more modern. 
This type of coin circulated for quite a while after the 
establishment of the U.S. mint and the counterstampi\g, in my 
opinion, is just a mutilation, as the holes are. 

I appreciated your list of Fugios, very much, and I would 
like for you to send to me, for examination, all of your 
10U-FF copper, brass and silver. Would you be kind enough 
to show me that courtesy. 

I would also like to know whether you have any George III 
British halfpence dated between 1770 and 1788, genuine, or 
counterfeit. If so, I would like to see then also. 
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Hr. Edward E 


Barnsley 


May 0, 1958 


By the tine I hear from you I will have studied the legal 
tenure phases of the Fugio copper. 

It is a pleasure hearing froa you and I congratulate you < 
your excellent Fugio group* 


Sincerely yours. 


ERIC P. NEWMAIJ 


EF'i/atb 


Hay 21, 19$8 


Ka-tatuck Historical Society 
119 West Main Street 
iaterbury, Conn, 

Gentlemeni 

About a year ago I wrote you to ask you for 
an impression of a steel die which you have 
in :our collection, prepared for the coining 
of copper coins known as Fagio pieces. I am 
very anxious to obtain an impression of this 
particular die for research I am d oing in the 
numismatic field. 

Would it be possible for you to take some 
sealing wax and press the die against the hot 
wax so that, it will give me an impression of 
it? I would be very grateful. 

If there is a picture of the die available that 
would serve my purpose as well. 

Sincerely yours, 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 


The - Amer i CAN a Numj s a atiC 5 ■ 5 oc i ety 

Broadway between 155 th and i 56 th 5ts- 
Mew York-32,NY. 


September 4, 1958 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 

400 Washington Avenue 
St. Louis, Mo. 

Dear Mr. Newman: 

Under separate cover we have 
mailed to you Mr. Douglas' manuscript 
on James Jarvis and The Fugio Coppers. 


Sincerely yours. 

Sawyer McA. Mosser 
Secretary 


SMM:RMg 







AUDUBON 6 3030 


TheAmerican Numismatic-Society 


(FOUNDED IS58 • INCORPORATED 1865) 


Broadway between 155™ and-!56 th 5ts 


New York-32,N.Y. 


October 10, 1958 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 
400 Washington Avenue 
St. Louis, Mo. 

Dear Mr. Newman: 


Will you soon have the Good Samaritan manuscript and 


plates ready to send back to us ? As I told you when you were here 
we should very much like to get forward with putting it to press. 


Have you finished with your use of Douglas' manuscript 


on the Fugio? When he was here, a week or so after you were here 
he seemed serious about putting it into shape for publication. He 
asked me for some advice on detail which I cannot answer without 
examining the manuscript again, for it has been some years now 
since I last looked at it. 


With best regards, 



Sincerely 


Sawyer McA. Mosser 
Secretary 


SMMrRMg 






AUDUBON 6-3030 


The American Numismatic Soci ety 


(FOUNDED 1858 • INCORPORATED 1865) 


BROADWAY-BETWEEN 155 th and156 th -5TS- 


NEW-YORK-32,NY 


October 15, 1958 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 
400 Washington Avenue 
St. Louis, Mo. 

Dear Mr. Newman, 


After you have finished with Douglas’ Fugio manuscript, maybe 


it would be a good thing for you to tell him of the additional material you 
have and the suggestions you have to propose. 



Saw^Mir McA. Mosser 
Secretary 


SMM:rb 


November U, 19$8 


Mr.Damon Douglas 
Robert Treat Hotel 
Newark, New Jersey- 

Dear Damon * 

I wish to thank you for the opportunity of re-reading your 
manuscript on Jarvis. I, for one, fully appreciate that it 
is a product of an endless amount of research. It is, I be¬ 
lieve, a very important contribution to American numismatics. 

My enthusiasm for its publication is the same as it was in 
19U9, when I mentioned in my article on F/ugios in the Coin 
Collectors' Journal that it would be published. Even though 
almost ten years has elapsed I certainly want to do everything 
that I can to see that it is published. 

Mr. Mosser indicated to me that I should feel free to make 
suggestions to you and I want you to accept them in the spirit 
of friendship in which they are given. I have only had a lim¬ 
ited opportunity to study your manuscript and the thoughts that 
came to me in the course of reading it are what I am going to 
describe. I have been slightly delayed inwriting this letter 
because I had to finish my monograph on the Good Samaritan 
shilling and other Massachusetts silver. I presume that there 
will be substantial revision which you may plan to make as you 
probably have noticed many things and learned new facts in the 
intervening ten years. 

There are two additional regular reverse dies which I know and 
there are several additional combinations of the existing dies. 
This leads me to suggest that the designation numbers and 
letters originally used in my articles should be added to rather 
than an entirely new designation system published. For ten 
years numismatists have been using the designations published 
in the Coin Collectors' Journal published in 19ii9 and 1951* To 
add another system would be very confusing and unnecessarily 
difficult. The original Boyd numbers were never published and 
never used except on the cards in Fred's collection and are 
therefore unknown. I sincerely feel that there is no important 
reason to change the numbering at this time. I have opposed 
the renumbering of die varieties many times and have told Breen 
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Mr.Damon Douglas 


November U, 1958 


and others. Breen's renumbering of New Jersey coppers in 
the manuscript he is hoping to have published is unnecessary 
and will merely cause confusion. Bressetfcwants to renumber 
the Vermonts after Richardson carefully used and added to 
Ryder's list. Breen has a manuscript to renumber the half- 
cents and New Netherlands has referred to it many times in 
their auction catalogues even though it is unavailable and 
most collectors feel that such renumberings are a mistake. 
Criswell has been severely criticised for renumbering the 
Confederate series. You may feel that for self-eggrandizement 
I might wish to preserve ray numbering system but, sincerely, 
that does not bear on my feeling. I feel equally as strongly 
about the above-mentioned situations. 

On page 20 it might be well to state that unifaee ar other 
patterns could have been submitted to Congress and others 
held in reserve. This makes it possible to speculate on which 
designs were the seven which formed the basis of the selection. 
Certainly the resolution changing the text from American Congress 
to United States would support this theory. The dies found in 
New Haven must be legitimate in source even though the strik- 
ings from these dies may be subsequent. 

On page 52 there is a need of clarification by the designation 
of the combinations referred to. 

On page 70, and following, some of the Vermont data seems 
questionable. This has been clarified by Breen and subse¬ 
quently by me in the American Numismatic Society's Centennial 
publication. Ryder 5 is a forgery. Atlee probably made the 
1787 and 1788 dies for Vermont. Coley may have erected the 
machinery and handled production in 1787 and could also have 
made the dies for the 1785 types. Buell used badly worn 
Connecticut punches of 1786 to make the 1786 Vermonts facing 
left. 

I had the opportunity of seeing three Whitman collection pieces 
(ay 101-BB). The one which is supposed to be silver is not 
silver but is white metal with a specific gravity of 6.53* 

The bright copper and brass were not eighteenth century metals. 

I have in my collection a set of pressings and electro* from 
the dies with the rays extending into the links. 
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Mr.Damon Douglas 


November U, 19£8 


I have a silver Fugio with your obverse 96 and enclose its 
picture. It seems to be much better than the one you have. 

The small height of the dies which you examined may have been 
caused by cutting off the old ones in order for Scoville to 
make some of the re strikes. They could well have been normal 
1787-size dies, when found. 

I have an impression of a hub which you do not show. It is 
designated as DD in my 195>1 article. 

I have a 101-AA, of my numbering, in pewter which appears to 
be struck. 

Boyd has two strikings in gold, your 99, with "J.Jarvis,1767" 
on the back, and another striking in gold with the rays through 
the links and "J.Jarvis 1767" on the back. 

I have detail on a group of pieces in the Norweb collection, 
101-AA in copper, 101-EE in copper, 103-EE in silver and in 
brass, a holed 10b-FF in gold and your 99 with rays through 
the links, in gold. 

I have noticed rust spots in the fourth, fifth and sixth links 
of the New Raven restrike. Are there some which do not have 
such spots? Do the other reverse dies have such spots? 

I have a New York Manufacturing Society threepence with "Mind 
lour Business” in case you wish to illustrate it. 

There are typographical errors on pages 1, 3, 6, 22, 30, Ul 
and 70. 

I will be glad to do any work you want me to do in connection 
with this article. I will review all of my notes and inform¬ 
ation and see whether there are any other ideas which come to 
me but, in the meantime, I am returning your manuscript to ANS. 

My very kindest personal regards. 


Sincerely, 


EPN/atb 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


o 
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September 9 , 1 9$9 


State HistoricalSoci''ty of Wisconsin 
816 State Street 
Madison, Wisconsin 

Gentlemen t 

I would very much like to have a photostat .of 
a news item in the Connecticut Gazette of September 
7, 1787 which you apparently have in your library* 
The excerpt reads as follows: 

"New London Sept* 7 

"The coinape of federal CENTS (coppers) 
at New York, we are told, is carrying on, 
and we may expect soon to see then in cir¬ 
culation" • 

Would you be kind enough to send it to me and let 
me know the cost so that I may remit* 

I sincerely appreciate having the oppor tunity to 
obtain microfilm from you on inter-library loan 
and my research has been greatly aided by it. 

Sincerely yours. 


EPN/atb 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


Rare Coins, Medals and Paper Money — Bought and Sold 


New Netherlands Coin Co., Inc. 

SUITE 401 

1 west 47th Street 
New York 36, N. Y. 

Phones PLaza 7-5245-6 


Sept. 23, 1953 


Dear Eric, 


You are quite right. I had not looked at my Daily* Advertiser article for 
a long time, and my wishful thinking on the subject evidently inverted the circumstance. 

Sorry to have got you all worked up over nothing. 

I went through the old tax records for 1788 etc. but found that only the names 
of the property owners were given, together with streets without numbers. My visit to the 
hall of records was still more disappointing as I could find nothing more definite than 
papers dealing with the land itself. Perhaps, however, with your knowledge of law and 
real estate you might be able to come up with something more substantial at the Hall of 
Records. 

I think that the street on which Jarvis lived in 1780 was a "shop” street. 

Jarvis, I told you, lived at 8U Bdwy. His closest neighbor was, apparently, a sea- 
captain named Charles Ogilvie who lived at 86 Bdwy. A gold and silversmith named Forbes 
was located at 88 Bdwy, and there was a fruit shop at 78 Bdwy. His friend William Duer 
also lived on Bdwy ix in 1789, but no address is given. On the following year, Duer moved 
to Cortland St. Royal Flint, merchant, lived at King do. in 1789. The next time I am at 
the Library I will look up Jarvis' before he left N.Y., and immediately after his 

return. 

At the risk of being an apostate to our cause, it seems to me that the Newspaper 
accounts which mention New York as the place of coinage for the Fugic cents were simply 
taking the matter for granted. I found a letter from Jefferson to”Hopkinson in 1786 wnich 
states that the proposed mint would be in New York. IXmKXXJt»XIiqDKYXWaXlM*ll8Xl3IXK)4*tXM3C 
JfcKXKdJXISiSiiiJX^KSXKMkXfffiifiXKKKiSjai Douglas mentions that the names of the members of Jarvis' 
Company are illegible on the contract. If they could be determined,however, together with 
their places of residence, something substantial might come out of it. Another important 
question is whether the company was coining the Fygios while J. was in Europe. If we can 
find out the date of his return we may be able to surmise this. XXKXlMXSMMiXXXXKMXlXXK 
imilttMX«xmiiKXXM«M#ilKXXXKltXXXItMXJa5mMXXlJMMXliJ5»MXXl4XKXSXjaiMKiIXXX]Em|5SXX»iXXJtfiJffiI 
bSXdMXMmNMr-XKrMgKXaNXMXJyCimiSKXaXXSlilXlOCiXJDSXKSKMMrXJfSSgm I will talk you more on 
this subject when I see you. 

Evidenly Walter Breen knows of the Douglas MS, and read it many years ago, as 
I saw a notation in it in his handwriting, referring to the Dr. Hall SXIBXXS8M collection 
"now at New Netherlands". But Breens memory of the information contained in it has become 
very dim with time. 

I was over to the Bank of N.Y. and looked at their remaining loose Fugio coins 
plus the early ledgers. The latter, however, are not of any use as there are, for example, 
countless deposits by Duer recorded, but no more specific information. I think that the 
little phamplet they put out was all based on Douglas' material as several of the sentences 
are copied word for word from his MS. They know little or nothing about the coins themselves, 
I noted several pieces of your obverses 7* 8 and 12, so it was probably an early deposit 
which they received. 

Don 

P.S. Isn't it a coincidence that one James Jarvis (evidently no relation to our boy) was 
lost at sea in action with a French ship of war, and was honored by Congress on March 1^00? 

Creators of Distinguished Numismatic Auction Sale Catalogues . .i ......i__ 






Dear Kric ; 

!-.y first GULSS would be Mass. Historical Society, ry second 
N.T.Historical Society for the ijushneli )-i>S. Jty third would 
be Ed Kice, nainly because he has a great deal of Chaonan ma¬ 
terial, among which mi?ht well be stuff left over from the 
Bushnell estate. 1 dcn't positively know where the MSS.are. 

I have never seen them.. Is it possible that there were clan¬ 
destine mints in Hew Haven, e.g, for items like 1787 1^-C 
perhaps l^-L, h-L? If the Fugios were (all?) made in Nic! 
hov.-cone Ifenon Douglas didn't find irfc out? he thought they were 
' ade n New Haven. 


Best 



